SUNDARI IVER
THE ASIAM AGE
ore than a coach,
Anthony Rodrigoes is
an inspiration lor
many. Even at 60, the
spirited man is not ready to slow
down. Instead, be wants to gooall
out to cquip his frainees with
skills and knowledge that will see
them through life.

Barlice Uus year in April, he
completed the English FA Level'l
coaching certificate held in asso-
ciation with Bhartiva ¥idvapeath,
where he was the oldest partici-
pant to have competed and
gleared it.

“ have been playing football
sinee I was a child, After playing
on roads ‘and in schoal com-
pounds, I finally got a chance
play for the Reserve Bank of
India team,” recalls Rodrigues,
However, he began his tenure as a
coach only a few vears back. “1
had taken a break of almost 10

years die to persomal pEasonss
Coaching and interacting with
kids gives me a lot of pleasure. [
coach about five to six teams
right from U-16,14,12,10 and ¥ in
Sacred Heart school, Santa Cruz,”
he adds. He also conducts coach-
ing camps at the Mumbai District
Foothall Association (MDEA)
grounds for kids U-15 in Kalina
and Vakola, Apart from these, he
is also associated with the
Wellingdon Catholic gymkhana
teant.

Rodrigues says that in his time
the MDFA, which was then
known as the Harvard League,
had no elite divisions. Also, it was
not the Mahindras that dominat-
ed, hut the Tatas and Mafatlals
who were the leading teams, “It's
sad that Mahindras shut down the
I-league team. They are a team
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Sixty years of inspira
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. Anthony Rodrigaes (fourth from right) at the Kamataka Veterans Football final match

that’s trying to do some service o
the society. And they had the best
talents from both India and
abroad who dominated a decade
of Indian football,” he

Rodrigues.

He credits the international
media for popularising football in
India by telecasting the World
Cup and the English

Says. Premiere League, To see
But he feels that now the world’s greatest play-
Adr India, Mumbai FC ers in action is education-

are doing their hit,
although he regrets that
there is no job security
for youngsters today,
unlike during his hay
days. “A feeling of inse-
curily is slowly creeping
into the scenario. As a result of
this, more and more playvers are
shying away from their passion.
Moreover, even parents feel
unsure ghout their children ven-
turing inlo Sports,” says

al and inspirational al the
same time, he feals,

Rodrigues wishes that the
. school sporls authorities
give proper raining to
coaches so that they are
able to impart the best
lrmmnn to the future players,
“Good training is mandatory 1o
achieve zood performnaces) The
E ttors taught ns how 1o be
good to youngsters so that we can
oet the best out of them, and
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miake sure that they alwvays come

* back to playing football T just

want o train the children and let
them fly as high as they can,” he
BiYE.

And like most patrons of the
same, Rodrigues too dreams of
seeing the Indian team in the
Waorld Cup. “T don't know when it
will happen. It all depends on
how we, as coaches perform and
train youngsiers all over India.
It’s going to be really tough, bul
any amount of hardwork is justi-
fied if it brings the national team
to the highest level of the com-
petiton,” he says, Ask him to cite
his personal favourites and he
picks Baichung Bhutia, whom he
credits for his contribution to
training youngsters in the game.
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